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The Top 3 Myths 
About Privately 

Selling Your Home – 
Debunked!

How a private sale can lead to 
more money without any hassle 

or costly commissions. 



Myth #1
You have to list
your house on the MLS
with a realtor to sell

Myth #2
An offer from a
private buyer seems
too good to be true

Myth #3
You won't get
a fair offer
for your home

Here are the 
3 most common myths 
home sellers have 
about a private sale:

Every year, thousands of Canadians choose to sell their home. 
If you’re going to be one of the thousands of people selling your 
home and starting a new chapter in your life, there are three 
things you should know.



11% 89%
HIRED A

REAL ESTATE
AGENT

With more and more competitive alternatives 
becoming available to consumers, and more 
of the buying and selling process done online, 
analysts continue to see the number of people 
who use real estate agents dropping. 
Some even speculate whether real estate 
agents will still be relevant in the age of tech. 

Myth #1
You have to list your 
house on the MLS with a 
realtor to sell. 
This simply isn’t true. While 89% of 
people hire a real estate agent and 
follow the more traditional route of selling 
their home, 11% of people choose to 
sell privately. In BC alone, this is over 
10,000 private sales!



Selling your home with an 
agent can have some 
benefits and some realtors 
put in the extra 10% to 
ensure you get the highest 
price. However, this service 
doesn’t always come 
cheap.  

The biggest point of 
contention is the hefty 
commissions realtors 
are paid.

At a 2-5% commission, the total commission 
paid could amount to $54K, especially with 
an average house price in BC of $782K. Most 
people see this money as being “lost” and 
coming out of their pocket.

While realtors often strive to get the highest value 
for your home, working with one can become 
very difficult and cause disruption in your life. 
This includes…
n cleaning your home
n making repairs inside 

and outside
n staging your home 

(which can cost you 
an additional thousands 
of dollars), and

n intrusive showings. 



A private cash house buyer can make 
you an offer on the spot, and you can 

choose your closing date.

A private cash house buyer can make
you an offer on the spot, and you can

choose your closing date.

While these activities, if done properly, are 
intended to get your home more exposure, not 
all homeowners are in the position to or want to 
have strangers walking through their home. 

In 2020, the average amount of time each 
home spent on the market was 21 days, 
though houses in some areas spent as long 
as 106 days on the market! This timeframe 
can present a lot of uncertainty about next steps, 
especially if you are planning to move to your 
next home quickly.
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Myth #2
An offer from a 
private buyer is too 
good to be true.
Wrong! While you should do your 
homework and carefully vet who 
you are planning to privately 
sell your home to, there are 
reputable buyers who want to 
accommodate your needs and 
make the selling process as smooth as possible. 

At BC House Buyer, our honest and 
experienced team is exactly as advertised. 
We have helped hundreds of happy sellers 
out of tricky situations and get a fresh start. 

Because we aren’t realtors, we’re able to be 
more flexible with what we can offer, how we 
can help, when we close, and generally take into 
account each personal circumstances to help 
sellers out of hard situations.



A few examples include:

A family living in a 
house that had been 
constantly under 
construction, and 
couldn’t be listed 
on the MLS.

As well as an older 
gentleman who, 
due to his injuries, 
just couldn’t give 
his large property 
the care he knew 
it deserved.

A young couple who 
needed money just days 
before Christmas. 
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When you sell to BC House Buyer, we buy it 
without any financing conditions.

What this means for you is…
n only ONE viewing at a time that works for you
n NO need to clean your home
n NO expensive staging or painting cost
n NO renovations required, and
n the ability to close on a FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE.

Whether that’s in 3 days or 3 months – it’s up to you.



Darren and his team were very 
helpful. I wanted to close at a 
certain date and Darren made 
me an offer that I took. Definitely 
call these guys if you want a good 
sale. Super professional.

– Gary D.

We had some debts and bills to 
pay and were in a pinch to sell 

our family home. Darren and his 
team made us an offer the next 

day and helped us out of our 
situation. Very thankful to have 

found him at this time in our lives.

– Deb M.

Don’t take our word for it: 
here’s what others had to say.

Darren was extremely friendly, 
and from there, things just got 
better. He not only offered me a 
fair market price for my home, but 
also listened to my concerns and 
assisted me in every step.

– Carlo M.



Myth #3
You won't get a fair 
offer for your home.
While realtors and the 
National Association of 
Realtors state they sell homes 
for 25% more than the 
asking price listed privately by owner, other 
academic studies found a 0% difference in 
price when selling with a Realtor as opposed 
to a private sale. While we believe most real 
estate agents are honest, some will purposely put 
a lower asking price to be able to say they sold it 
“over the asking price”.

With home prices highly varied depending on the 
property, location and time of year, it’s our goal 
to make you an investor’s fair market value 
cash offer, without any restricting terms or any 
additional costs associated with selling through 
a realtor. 

This doesn’t mean we 
make you an offer you 
can’t refuse and always 
expect you to take it. 
You can counter offer 
and we can negotiate 
until everyone is 
comfortable with 
the deal.



Plus, when you sell to us there is no pressure. 
Some real estate agents or other buyers are 
working on a deadline and may pressure you to 
sell faster than you’d like. With BC House Buyer, 
that just isn’t the case. You can get an offer, take 
your time, pass it by your lawyer, and only move 
forward when you’re comfortable. 

In our case, we are experienced home buyers 
who aren't working on a whim. Having bought 
hundreds of properties, we have a lot of 
experience and rely on comparable properties to 
get an accurate idea of what other homes are 
worth in order to give you a fair market cash offer. 



To be as transparent as possible, if all you’re 
interested in is the highest price, you should sell 
with a realtor. However, if the commission fee, out 
of pocket costs and weeks of disruption isn’t for 
you, then a private sale might be exactly what 
you need. 

Often, if the property is in the right market and 
condition, we will pay retail (or close to) for it! 
We encourage you to do your research or even 
bring in your own appraiser if you’d like.

I used BCHouseBuyer.ca. Darren 
came to my house, within an 
hour it was sold, and I got full 
asking price! It was quick, easy, 
and commission free. Now 
I’m able to move on to a new 
place!

– Tara P.



Sell your house fast!
We buy houses in any condition.
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Why BC House Buyer?
n We’ve bought hundreds of houses and 

helped people in hard situations to start a 
new chapter in their life. 

n Buying houses since 2007.
n We can make you a fair investors offer 

in 24 hours.
n We’re proudly Canadian.
n We’ve got an enthusiastic team.

If you’re thinking of selling for any reason, 
give us a call at: 

604-256-4066 
for a no obligation cash offer.

Proudly Canadian


